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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 


BRADFORD  AND  ME  IKS HAM  RURAL 
DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  for  1969. 

The  main  public  health  responsibility  of  this  Council  is  in  the 
prevention  of  infectious  disease.  The  routine  sampling  of  water,  milk 
and  foodstuffs  and  inspections  of  food  premises  is  a major  factor  in  this 
work  and  the  absence  of  any  reported  case  of  food  poisoning  is  one  index 
of  its  success. 

In  another  direction  immunisation  of  children,  in  itself  a County  Council 
responsibility,  is  another  important  factor  and  it  is  very  satisfactory  to 
see  a great  improvement  in  the  immunisation  rate. 

The  continuing  higher  than  average  birth  rate  is  an  indication  of  a 
higher  than  average  proportion  of  young  people  in  our  district,  and  a possible 
indication  of  an  inflow  of  young  married  couples. 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  all  Councillors  for  their  help 
and  interest  in  public  health  matters.  I would  also  like  to  thank  Mr.  Noble 
and  Mr.  Evans  for  the  useful  advice  they  so  readily  give  me. 

G.  FOLFENDEN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THU  COUNCIL 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  : 

G.  Eolfenden,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H., 

who  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  Melksham 
Urban  District  Council  and  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officer. 


SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR: 


It.  i: . Noble,  M.R.S.H. , M • A . P . u . I . 


ADDITIONAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR: 
D.  L.  Evans,  M.A.P.H.I. 


OFFICES : 

The  office  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  1 King  Street,  Melksham. 
Tel:  Melksham  8761 . 

The  office  of  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  is  in  Abbey  House, 
Bradford  on  Avon.  Tel:  Bradford  on  Avon  21 74. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  statistics  given  in  this  section  have  been  mainly  derived  from 
figures  kindly  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 


The  Bradford  and  Melksham  Rural  District  Council  area  is  made  up  of 
13  parishes. 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  for  1969  was  1A,  720  an  increase  of 
550  on  1968. 

Product  of  a penny  rate  (l  969/70 ) £1,676. 

BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS 

(a)  Births 


Legitimate 

! Illegitimate 

| Total 

1 

Male 

127 

! 8 

135 

Female 

103 

. 

3 

1 06 

Total 

230 

1 11 

! 2 M ! 

The  total  number  of  births  is  less  than  1968  (259)  and  gives  a birth 
rate  of  1 6,1+  per  1 ,000.  When  this  is  adjusted  for  comparability  it  becomes 
1 7. 2 as  compared  to  the  national  rate  of  1 6.3. 

5%  of  births  were  illegitimate. 

(b)  Still  Births  and  Infant  Mortality 


1 

! Male 

1 

Female 

Total 

; Still  births 



6 

3 

9 

Deaths  under  1 year 

- 

2 

1 

3 

1 

! Deaths  under  1+  weeks 

1 

2 

3 

! Deaths  under  1 week 

2 

A 

3 
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The  following  rates  can  be  taken  from  the  foregoing  figures,  hut  hue  to 
the  small  numbers  involved  the  comparison  with  1968  figures,  which  is  given 
in  brackets,  is  of  little  value. 


Still  birth  rate 36  per  1000  total  births 

Infant  mortality  rate  1 2 per  1 000  live  births 

Perinatal  mortality  rate 48  per  1000  total  births 


S3 

(8) 


(c)  Deaths 

Deaths  at  all  ages  were  90  males  and  91  females,  giving  total  deaths  of 
1&1  and  a Death  Rate  of  1 2.3  Ci  968  - 1 2.  6).  Adjusted  for  comparability  the 
rate  becomes  9*0,  as  coirpared  with  the  national  rate  of  11. 9. 

1 4$  of  the  deaths  took  place  in  the  35  - 64  age  group  and  77$  were 
65  years  of  age  or  older.  (54$  "being  75  years  of  age  or  older). 


(d)  Causes  of  Death 

Percentage  of 

Total  Deaths 


Male 


11$ 


0.55$ 

0.55$ 

0.55$ 


39.2$ 


23.75$ 

7.0$ 

2.75$ 

1 .1$ 

1 .1$ 
0.55$ 
0.55$ 
0.55$ 

1 . 65$ 

1 . 65$ 
0.55$ 
3.5$ 
0.55$ 


Female  Total 


( Ma  lignant  Ne  op  la  sm,  Oe  s opha.  gus 

1 

1 

2 

(Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

3 

1 

4 

(Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

2 

1 

3 

(Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

2 

- 

2 

(Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

- 

3 

3 

(Leukaemia 

2 

- 

2 

(Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

3 

4 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

1 

mm 

Meningitis 

- 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  etc. 

1 

- 

(Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

— 

2 

2 

(Hypertensive  Disease 

2 

1 

3 

(ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

26 

22 

48 

(other  forms  of  Heart  Disease 

5 

13 

18 

(Cerebrovascular  Disease  (Strokes  etc.) 

17 

26 

43 

(Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

3 

3 

6 

Pneumonia 

3 

9 

1 2 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

5 

— 

5 

Asthma 

2 

— 

2 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

- 

2 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

— 

1 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  system 

1 

- 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Musculo-skeletal  system 

1 

- 

1 

(Congenital  Anomalies 

— 

1 

1 

(Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour  etc. 

1 

— 

1 

(Other  causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

1 

- 

1 

Symptoms  and  111  defined  conditions 

2 

1 

3 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

— 

1 

All  other  Accidents 

1 

5 

6 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  injuries 

1 

1 

Total  all  Causes 

90 

91 

181 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


The  only  infectious  disease  of  note  this  year  has  been  measles,  which 
occurred  mainly  in  the  first  half  of  the  year. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Disease 


! 

Disease 

1969 

1 968 

j 1 967 

1966 

J Measles 

46 

14 

"1 

94 

61 

| Infectious  Jaundice 

4 

1 _ 

j Whooping  Cough 

- 

2 

3 

18  i 

j Tuberculosis 

- 

1 

2 

! 

! Scarlet  Fever 

1 

— 

- 

1 

j Salmonellosis 

_ 

1 ““ 

- 

' Food  Poisoning 

j _ 

f 

1 

Distribution  by  Age  G-roups 


j Disease 

' Under  1 

! M F 

1 

M 

- 4 

F 

3 

M 

- 9 i 
F ! 

10 

M 

- 14 

F 

1 5 <&  Adults 

M F 

Total 

M F 

Measles 

1 

i 3 

3 

8 

17 

8 

6 ‘ 

1 

19 

27 

Scarlet  Fever'  - 

- 

_ 

1 

r 

| 

— 

— 

— _ 

— 

1 

Meningitis 

j 

- 



1 

^ i 

j 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 Totals 

1 

; 3 

3 

8 

18 

9 

6 ! 

- 

1 

20 

28 
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IMMUNISATION 


The  statistics  below  were  kindly  supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health, 

The  percentage  of  babies  born  in  1968  who  -were  given  primary  immunisation 
against  diphtheria  (and  usually  against  tetanus,  whooping  cough  and 
poliomyelitis)  was  82. 6%.  This  again  shows  an  improvement  against  previous 
years  - 77,3%;  1967  - 60.4%)  and  compares  well  with  the  County  average 

of  77.4%. 

The  measles  immunisation  programme  was  interrupted  due  to  withdrawal  of 
one  make  of  vaccine,  but  as  can  be  seen  from  the  figures  quite  a number  of 
children,  who  had  not  previously  had  measles,  were  immunised  and  presumably 
stopped  our  measles  notification  figures  being  higher. 


Vaccination  against  small-pox  was  surprisingly  much  improved  - 
approximately  25%  of  our  recent  births  seem  to  have  been  vaccinated. 

IMMUNISATION  AND  SMALLPOX  VACCINATION  STATISTICS  1969 


i ! 

| Year  of  birth 

1 

1969 

1 968 

1967 

1 966 

1965 

1 96O-64  | 

j 

1 954-59 

Others 
under  1 6 

i 

Primary  Imrns. 

Completed 

during 

1969 

1 

i 

Diph. 

80 

100 

1 

- 

- 

2 1 

- 

wi/c 

78  ! 

1 

98 

- 

- 

- | 

- 

Tetanus 

r 

80  ] 

100 

1 

_ . 

1 

2 i 

- 

1 

Me as les 



- ! 

14 

51 

- . 

20 

9 

* 

24 

Polio 

00 

101 

3 

“ 

1 

1 2 j 

N 1 

i 

j Reinforcing 

Diph. 

i ; 

43 

91 

— 

5 

26 

. 

r 

131 

I 

4 

_ 

i 

Imms. 

wt/c. 

i ! 

27 

51 

i 3 

. .. . 

3 

1- 

1 

15 

- 

“ 

j given  in 

1 

: Tetanus 

I 

i 

: 1 ! 

43 

91 

• 5 

i _ _ 

26 

| 

1 132  | 

f ' 

4 

r 

- 

2 

1969 

■ Polio 

m 

• 

40 

82 

i 

: 5 



1 26 

| 107  ' 

7 

- 

SMALLPOX 

Months 

Years 

Age  Group 
i 

1 0 - 

3b- 

6 ! 6 
» 

- 9 

1 9 - 1 2 |j  1 

2-4 

! 5 - 15 

1 

1 

j Vaccinations 

\ 

- 

j 

1 

j - 

j 

» 

- 

! 

i 

ji  63 

60 

8 

1 

j Re -vaccinations  ■ 

( 

i 

1 

- 

j 

j! 

- 

’ 10 
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SEWERAGE 


The  L.ijnpley  Otok©  sewerage  scheme  was  almost  finished  "by  the  ervi  of 
the  year,  and  house  connections  had  started.  The  sewage  problems  of  this 
village,  lying  on  the  steep  side  of  a valley,  have  plagued  us  for  many  years 
and  it  is  a pleasure  to  realise  that  these  problems  should  now  be  at  an  end. 

Extensions  to  Wins  ley  Sewage  Works,  to  allow  for  the  developments  in  the 
village  have  been  planned. 

The  future  programme  was  also  decided  during  the  year,  and  a start  was 
made  on  preliminary  planning  for  the  next  scheme,  Monkton  Parleigh,  which  is 
programmed,  for  1 970/71  • 

Semington  and  Wingfield  villages  are  programmed  for  1 971  /73.  The 
latter,  though  a small,  scattered  village  gives  rise  to  periodic  complaints 
due  to  the  poor  drainage  from  septic  tanks  into  a clay  sub-soil. 

HOUSING 

The  main  activity  by  the  Council  this  year  was  the  commencement  of 
the  replacement  of  "prefabs*'  at  Holt. 

There  were  4>632  houses  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  the  year  (785  being 
Council  owned)  an  increase  of  332  on  1968. 
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REPORT 


of  the 


SENIOR 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  twenty-second  Annual  Report  to  this  Council. 

In  April,  the  Council  took  delivery  of  a new  50  cube  yard  Pakamatic  Refuse 
Lorry  which  has  enabled  us  to  collect  the  ever-increasing  bulk  of  rubbish  from  the 
ever-increasing  number  of  houses  in  this  district.  The  19^3  l6  cube  yard  rear 
loader  has  been  retained  for  use  in  emergencies.  The  collection  and  disposal  men 
obtained  a well  deserved  increase  in  wages  during  the  year.  How  I wish  the 
Council's  financial  problems  would  ease  to  allow  a paper  sack  system  to  be 
commenced.  Such  a system  must  surely  come  eventually. 

I would  ask  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  and  Committees  to  accept 
my  sincere  gratitude  for  their  guidance  and  consideration.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to 
Dr.  Wolfenden  for  his  co-operation  and  to  Mr.  Evans  and  Mrs.  Hanney  for  assistance 
so  willingly  given.  The  Rodent  Operator  and  the  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 
Staff  have  continued  their  duties  to  the  obvious  satisfaction  of  householders  in 
the  district. 

I have  the  honour  to  be  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  ObecLient  Servant 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 


STAFF 


Additional  Public 

Health  Inspector 


Mr.  D.  L.  Evans 
Mrs.  J.  Hanney 


Clerk/Typist 
Refuse  Collection 


Mr.  J.  H.  Goodenough  (Foreman/Driver) 

Mr.  W.  E.  Jones  (Driver) 

Mr.  R.  J.  Humphries  (Loader/Relief  Driver) 
Mr.  P.  Sutherland 


Mr.  F.  G.  Hall 
Mr.  R.  C.  Trott 
Mr.  W.  F.  Jones 


Tip  Operator 


Mr.  P.  J.  Andrews 
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MEAT  AND  FOODS 


Number 

Inspections 

Notices 

Served 

Notices 

Complied 

With 

Slaughterhouses  

2 

408 

— 

— 

Butcher*  s Shops 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Catering  Establishments 

14 

19 

2 

- 

Food  Shops  

35 

1 66 

2 

6 

Schools  

15 

7 

- 

- 

Licensed  Premises 

33 

35 

2 

- 

Licensed  Slaughtermen 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Licensed  Game  Premises 

1 

3 

- 

— 

Note  - It  will  be  noticed  throughout 

this  report 

that,  on  occasion. 

more  notices 

are  shown  as  "complied  with"  than  "served" 
requested  in  1968  being  completed  in  1969. 

. This  is  explained  by  work 

The  two  private  slaughterhouses  have  continued  in  operation  during  the  year 
(animals  slaughtered  and  condemnation  figures  are  shown  in  Appendix  "A") . Each 
slaughterhouse  has  a stunning  pen  and  complies  with  the  Hygiene  and  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  Regulations. 

The  carcase  and  offal  of  every  animal  is  inspected. 

The  requirements  of  The  Meat  (Sterilization)  Regulations,  1969  have  been 
satisfied. 


There  is  one  poultry  slaughtering  establishment  in  this  district.  The 
average  weekly  kill  is  500  approximately.  It  is  just  not  possible  to  keep  a 
general  oversight  over  the  poultry  inspection  which  is  left  to  the  proprietor. 

Two  complaints  of  grease  in  bread  and  one  of  maggots  in  sausages  were 
thoroughly  investigated.  In  one  case  the  Council  prosecuted  the  bakery,  who  were 
fined  £15  plus  7 guineas  costs.  Severe  warnings  were  issued  to  the  persons  con- 
cerned in  both  the  other  cases. 


As  mentioned  in  previous  Annual  Reports,  we  have  a modest  routine  of  sampling 
pies,  ham,  fish  cakes,  etc.  for  Bacteriological  examination. 


The  results  for  the  year  are  as  follows: 


Nature  of  Sample 

Double  Devon  Cream 
Clotted  Cream 
Double  Cream 

Longlife  Real  Dairy  Cream 
Single  Cream 
Double  Clotted  Cream 
Orange  & Lemon  Mousse 


No . of  Samples 

2 

5 

9 

1 

1 

1 

1 


No.  of  Satisfactory 

Samples 

2 

3 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 


No.  Showing  High 

Colony  Count 

2 

3 
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Nature  of  Sample 


No*  of  Samples  No.  of  Satisfactory  No.  Showing  High 

Samples  Colony  Count 


Beef  Sausages  1 
Sausage  Savouries  1 
Cornish  Pasty  1 
Sausage  Roll  1 
Faggot  -1 
Chicken  & Ham  Spread  1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


The  emphasis  on  cream  samples  was  at  the  request  of  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  who  have  made  a special  survey  and  report  on  cream  production. 


ICE-CREAM 


Notices  Notices 

Number  Inspections  Complied 

Served  With 

Retailers 33  90 


Manufacturers  ....... 

Total  number  of  Samples  - Ice-cream 56 

Iced-lollies  21 

Percentage  of  Samples 

G-rade  I G-rade  I or  II  Grade  III  Grade  IV 

98.7$  100$ 


The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  suggests  that  5Q$  of  a vendor's  samples 
should  fall  into  Grade  I , 8C$  into  Grade  I or  II , no  more  than  20$  into  Grade  III 
and  Hone  into  Grade  IV . 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES 


Number  Inspections 


Notices  Notices 

Complied 
Served  With 


Dairies 1 ) 

Distributors  7 ) 

Dairymen  operating  from  outside  ) 99 

district  ......  13  ) 

Producer/Retailers  1 ) 


- 10 


. . .... 

_ 0 - 


' 


Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations. 


’’Untreated"  Dealers  Licences 1 

Dealers  (Pre-packed  milk)  Licences  for  "Untreated"  Milk  0 

Dealers  (Pre-packed  milk)  Licences  for  "Pasteurised"  Milk  8 

Dealers  (Pre-packed  milk)  Licences  for  "Sterilised"  Milk  2 

Set  out  below  are  the  sample  results  of  "designated"  milk. 

Number  of  "Untreated"  Milk  Samples  •••  19 

Number  of  Satisfactory  "Untreated"  Milk  Samples  15  & 

2 void 

Number  of  "Pasteurised"  Milk  Samples 45 

Number  of  Satisfactory  "Pasteurised"  Milk  Samples  45 

Number  of  "Pasteurised  (Channel  Islands)"  Milk  Samples  ...  ...  22 

Number  of  Satisfactory  "Pasteurised  (Channel  Islands)"  Milk  Samples  22 

Number  of  "Sterilised"  Milk  Samples  4 

Number  of  Satisfactory  "Sterilised"  Milk  Samples 4 

Number  of  Samples  for  Tubercle  Bacillus  and  Brucella  Abortus  12 

Number  of  Satisfactory  Biological  Samples  for  Tubercle  Bacillus  ...  12 

Number  of  Satisfactory  Biological  Samples  for  Brucella  Abortus  ...  8 


A routine  sample  of  "Untreated"  milk  from  a Producer/Retailer  gave  a positive 
culture  for  Brucella  Abortus.  Of  5 "follow  up"  churn  samples,  3 proved  positive. 
The  farmer’ s Veterinary  Adviser  took  further  samples  and  I am  glad  to  say  the 
farmer  has  ceased  to  retail  "Untreated"  milk.  He  now  retails  "Pasteurised"  milk 
obtained  in  bottles  from  a large  dairy. 

We  are  endeavouring  to  persuade  the  one  remaining  Producer/Retailer  to  follow 
this  example. 


WATER 

Number  of  Public  Water  Supplies  in  the  District  . 

Number  of  Bacteriological  Samples  obtained  during  1969  . 

Number  of  Samples  taken  for  Chemical  Analysis  during  1969 

A.ppendix  "B"  of  this  report  sets  out  the  sample  results  for  the  year. 

When  it  is  realised  that  in  1949*  12  out  of  98  water  samples  showed  dangerous 
pollution,  the  present  position  is  very  satisfactory.  However,  we  will  avoid 
complacency  and  the  sampling  routine  will  be  maintained. 

I am  not  in  a position  to  give,  with  any  degree  of  accuracy,  the  number  of 
houses  and  the  population  in  each  parish  supplied  from  public  water  mains  direct 
to  houses  or  by  means  of  standpipes.  None  of  the  water  supplies  appear  to  be 
liable  to  plumbo-solvent  action. 


7 

36 

Nil 
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FACTORIES 


Notices 

Number 

Inspections 

Served 

Notices 

Complied 

With 


Factories  with  power 24) 

Factories  without  power  1 ) 

Outworkers  ...  ...  


The  requirements  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937  appear  to  be  complied  with  and 
full  details,  as  required  by  the  Ministry,  are  mentioned  in  Appendix  ''C". 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


Notices 

Notices 

Number 

Inspections 

Served 

Complied 

With 

Site  Licences 

59 

— 

2 

Licences  Refused  

» * r — 

— 

— 

r- 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  no  complaints  have  been  received  during  the 
year  regarding  gypsies  at  Norrington  Common.  However,  various  road  verges  are 
used  periodically  by  these  "travellers'*.  The  trouble  is  that,  almost  invariably, 
scrap  metal,  rags  and  other  rubbish  is  left  behind. 

All  sites,  licensed  by  the  Council,  have  been  inspected  to  ensure  compliance 
with  the  licence  conditions  relating  to  number  of  caravans,  water  supply,  sanitary 
accommodation,  disposal  of  waste  water,  paths,  fire  extinguisher  and  refuse  bin. 

All  the  sites  are  small  (the  largest  having  nine  caravans). 


RODENT  CONTROL 

Details,  in  the  form  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food  are  given  in  Appendix  "D". 

The  Rodent  Operator  has  continued  with  routine  inspections,  including  6 farm 
inspections.  We  now  have  9 farm  contracts  for  which  a fixed  charge  is  made,  each 
farm  is  visited  every  four  months  and  the  necessary  treatments  carried  out.  Four 
business  premises  have  similar  contracts  with  us  for  regular  inspection  and  treat- 
ment. Three  sewerage  systems  were  test  baited.  There  were  "no  takes". 

The  Rodent  Operator  has  also  done  a fair  amount  of  work  getting  rid  of  wasps 
nests  and  cluster  flies.  The  householders  pay  for  the  treatment  and  the  service 
is  greatly  appreciated. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

A weekly  collection  throughout  the  district  is  maintained  with  a limited 
service  for  some  trade  refuse. 
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The  delivery  on  the  1st  May,  of  a new  50  cube  yard  Pakamatic  Refuse  Lorry 
and  the  retention  of  the  1 9&3  1&  cube  yard  rear  loader  as  a spare,  has  eased  our 
transport  problems  somewhat.  The  sheer  bulk  of  the  refuse  collected  is  truly 
amazing  these  days . 

The  Michigan  Shovel  Tractor  continues  to  do  grand  work  at  Beanacre  Tip, 
about  which  we  received  no  complaints  throughout  the  year. 

A fire  at  Beanacre  Tip  in  September  was  quickly  controlled  and  put  out  with 
the  use  of  the  Michigan  and  the  good  offices  of  the  Fire  Brigade  using  a portable 
pump. 


We  have  been  very  fortunate  in  being  able  to  use  old  burnt  refuse  as  cover 
at  the  Tip.  This  material  is  now  exhausted.  The  Council  approved  the  purchase 
of  300  tons  of  scalpings  and  crusher  run  stone  to  provide  some  spur  roads  for  our 
lorries  to  traverse  the  tip  surface. 

The  Council  decided  to  issue  a holder  and  paper  sacks  free  of  charge  to 
permanently  disabled  householders  on  production  of  a medical  certificate. 

A paper  sack  system  throughout  the  whole  district  may  be  a dream  but  it  must 
come  eventually. 


SALVAGE 


During  the  year, 

the  following 

items  of 

salvage  have 

been  sold: 

i - 

Weight 

Approx. 

Value 

Tons 

Cwts 

Qrs . 

Lbs . 

£ 

s 

. d. 

Wools  

6 

3 

0 

29 

17 

4 

Rags  

13 

3 

0 

26 

17 

6 

Waste  Paper  

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Scrap  Metal  

2 

2 

4 

1 69 

17 

7 

TOTAL 

£226 

12 

5 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING  SERVICE 

This  service,  brought  into  operation  in  1948,  has  been  utilised  to  clear 
384  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  during  1969. 

The  contractors,  employed  by  the  Council,  visit  the  district  every  three 
months  and  it  has  been  useful  to  many  householders  to  have  a standing  order  for 
such  clearances  with  the  Council. 

The  service  has  grown  from  75  clearances  in  1948  to  384  clearances  in  19&9* 
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HOUSING 


Number  of  houses  inspected  and  recorded ...  ...  ...  4 

Number,  of  houses  suitable  for  action  under 

Section  l6  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  . . 4 


Number  of  houses  suitable  for  action  under 

Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  ... 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  issued  ...  

Number  of  Closing  Orders  issued  1 

Number  of  Undertakings  accepted  under 

Section  1 6 of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  

Number  of  notices  under  Section  9 of  the 

Housing  Act,  1957  * 

The  Council's  policy  is  to  formally  deal  with  dwellings  which  were  placed  in 
Category  IV  in  the  Housing  Survey  and  similarly  to  deal  with  properties  becoming 
vacant  where  re-letting  might  provide  a "stepping-stone"  to  Council  re-housing. 
The  policy  has  been  pursued  through  the  year  and  4 cottages  have  been  so  formally 
reported  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  as  suitable  for  action  under  Section  l6 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1957.  Every  endeavour  is  made  to  persuade  owners  to  under- 
take re-conditioning  schemes  and  to  take  advantage  of  Improvement  Grants. 

During  the  year  3 cottages  were  demolished  and  2 reconditioned. 

7 Discretionary  Grants  (total  £5 >307  - 0 - 0)  and  l6  Standard  Grants  (total 
£2,660  - 0 - 0)  under  the  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1958  and  the  Housing 
Act,  1969,  have  been  approved  during  1969.  Some  considerable  discussion  and 
inspections  are  a preliminary  to  such  applications  but  the  work  is  well  justified 
by  the  results. 

No  applications  have  been  made  during  the  year  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 
under  the  Rent  Act,  1957. 

With  the  arrival  of  the  Housing  Act,  19&9,  we  re-commenced  trying  to 
persuade  owners  of  cottages  in  one  parish  to  install  bathrooms,  etc.  with  the 
aid  of  Improvement  Grants . This  is  proving  to  be  quite  difficult  as  many  of  the 
owner/occupiers  and  tenants  are  elderly  and  do  not  wish  to  be  disturbed.  At  the 
same  time,  it  seems  a pity  that  such  folk  should  not  enjoy  the  benefits  of  a 
bathroom,  internal  water  closet  and  hot  water  system. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 


Number  of  inspections ...  301 

Number  of  informal  notices  served 9 

Number  of  statutory  notices  served  ...  ... 

Number  of  informal  notices  complied  with  ...  4 


Number  of  statutory  notices  complied  with 
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Both  the  statutory  notices  outstanding  at  the  end  of  1968  have  been  complied 
with.  In  one  case,  a person  discontinued  to  keep  pigs  and  in  the  other,  the 
Council  arranged  for  some  work,  for  means  of  escape  from  fire  at  a hotel,  to  be  dcna 

RIVERS,  STREAMS  AND  SEWERAC-E 

Of  the  thirteen  parishes  (Atworth,  Broughton  Gifford,  Hilperton,  Holt, 

Melksham  Without  - Spa  Road,  Semington  Road,  Berryfield,  Shaw,  VYhitley,  Woodrow  - 
Staverton,  Westwood  and  Y/insley)  now  have  sewerage  systems  and  further  schemes  are 
envisaged  by  this  Council.  Throughout  the  district  informal  action  has  been  taken 
to  prevent  pollution  of  streams  and  water  courses,  but  sewer  ditches  continue  to 
be  a problem. 

Problems  have  arisen  with  sewage  disposal  from  new  houses  in  villages  without 
sewerage  systems.  The  success  of  approved  septic  tanks  cannot  be  guaranteed. 
Planning  permission  should,  in  my  opinion,  be  restricted  to  those  sites  where  a 
public  sewer  is  available. 


SWIMMING  BATHS 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  or  pools  open  to  the  public  in  this  area.  Various 
samples  and  some  advisory  work  was  undertaken  for  private  pools  at  schools  in  the 
district • 


ABANDONED  CARS 

This  is  not  too  serious  a problem  in  this  district.  Arrangements  were  made 
for  the  removal  of  one  derelict  car  by  a local  car  breaker.  Normally,  the  owner 
is  traced  and  eventually  the  vehicle  is  removed  by  him 


Premises  1967  1 968 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 
Smoke  Observations 

1969 


Percentage  of 


C 

N 

c 

N 

Jan.- 

C 

Mar. 

N 

Apr. 

C 

-Jun . 
N 

Jul. 

c 

-Sept. 

N 

Oct  .- 
C 

Dec . 
N 

Compliance  with 
Regulations 

A 

12 

0 

12 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

10($ 

B 

12 

0 

12 

0 

3 

0 

1 

•0 

G 

0 

0 

0 

10($ 

C 

12 

0 

12 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

10($ 

D 

12 

0 

12 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

10  Ofo 

E 

12 

0 

12 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

3 

o. 

10($ 

F 

12 

0 

12 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

10<$ 

G 

12 

0 

12 

0 

3 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

100% 

H 

12 

0 

12 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

100% 

I 

0 

0 

0 

a 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

3 

0 

10O%> 

96 

0 

96 

0 

24 

0 

21 

0 

20 

0 

21 

0 
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"C"  indicates  compliance  with  the  Clean  Air  Act  and  the  Dark  Smoke 
(Permitted  Periods)"  Regulations,  1958.  "N"  indicates  non-oompliance . 

The  excellent  results  have  been  maintained.  However,  we  feel  that  constant 
vigilance  remains  necessary  to  keep  the  good  record. 


RAG-  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 


Number  of  Premises  Registered  1 

Number  of  Visits  3 

Number  of  Samples  obtained  3 


Informal  samples  of  feathers,  hair  and  rag  flock  have  given  satisfactory 
results  although,  once  again,  the  protein  content  of  immature  broiler  feathers 
made  this  sample  not  strictly  to  comply  with  the  Regulations. 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT,  1963 


Number  of  Premises  Licensed ...  3 

Number  of  Visits  l8 


One  of  the  premises  mentioned  above  did  not  seek  renewal  of  the  licence  for 
1970.  For  one  of  the  other  premises,  a written  undertaking  has  been  given  that 
a new  block  of  kennels  will  be  built  during  1970. 


AGRICULTURE  (SAFETY,  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE  PROVISIONS)  ACT,  1956 

So  far  we  have  not  found  it  necessary  to  serve  any  notices  under  the  Act  and 
it  seems  to  me  that,  as  far  as  the  provisions  enforceable  by  local  authorities  are 
concerned,  the  type  of  farm  in  this  area  does  not  provide  difficulties. 

At  one  farm,  where  women  are  employed  to  collect  eggs,  the  farmer  installed 
adequate  sanitary  accommodation  following  an  informal  approach.  The  wording  of 
this  Act  make  the  enforcement  rather  cumbersome.  We  worked  in  close  co-operation 
with  the  Divisional  Safety  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER,  1957/ 

No  premises  in  this  district  are  used  for  the  boiling  of  swill. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 
Details  of  the  work  under  this  Act  are  set  out  in  Appendix  "E" . 
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NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  i960 


The  Council  took  formal  action  in  one  case  of  noise  from  lorries  at  premises 
being  used  unlawfully  as  a transport  depot. 

Another  case  of  noise  from  dogs  at  a small  breeding  establishments  was 
receiving  informal  action  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

LAND  DRAINAGE  ACT,  1 96l 

With  co-operation  between  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food, 
a Parish  Council  and  this  Council  a small  drainage  scheme  was  completed  during 
the  year.  This  should  eliminate  a flooding  danger. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY  SERVICE 

I would  like  to  make  special  mention  of  the  very  good  service  given  to  this 
Council  by  Dr.  Mann  and  the  Public  health  Laboratory  at  Manor  Hospital,  Bath.  All 
our  milk,  ice-cream  and  water  samples  are  given  prompt  attention  and  it  is  of  very 
great  assistance  to  have  Dr.  Mann's  advice  so  readily  available. 

GENERAL 

The  following  visits  have  been  made  in  connection  with  miscellaneous  items 
requiring  attention: - 

Drainage  481 

Water  Supply  45 

Selvage  2 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  and  Small  Dwellings 

Acquisition  Act  Enquiries  38l 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  583 

Rodent  Control  26 

Civic  Amenities  Act  56 
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APPENDIX  "A" 


CARCASS  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

412 

2,219 

943 

28 

43 

- 

Number  inspected 

412 

2,219 

943 

28 

43 

- 

All  disease  except 
Tuberculosis  & Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

54 

29 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

90 

1 ,323 

36 

9 

5 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

22.09 

62.05 

6.89 

39.29 

11.63 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

8 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 

. 

0.36 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

i 

- 

- 

- 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  WATER  SAMPLE  RESULTS,  1969 
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S denotes  satisfactory  result.  U denotes  unsatisfactory  result  due  to  the 

presence  of  faecal  coli.  (Number)  denotes  number  of  samples  obtained  during  the  month. 
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.itary  Conveniences  (S  .7) 

(a}  Insufficient  

(b)  Unsuitable  or  Defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  Sexes 
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APPENDIX  "D" 


ANNUAL  REPORT  ON  RATS  AND  MICE 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 
Year  ended  31  st  December,  1969 


PROPERTIES  OTHER  THAN  SEWERS 


(1)  Number  of  properties  in  district 

(2)  a Total  number  of  properties  (including 

nearby  premises)  inspected  following 
notification 

b Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 

(3)  a Total  number  of  properties  inspected 

for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons 
other  than  notification 

b Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 


TYPE  OF 

NON- 

AG-RICULTURAL 

PROPERTY 

AGRICULTURAL 

5,069 

363 

211 

12 

185 

11 

23 

2 

291 

3 

35 

1 

3 

- 

SEWERS 

(4)  Number  of  sewers  infested  by  rats  NIL. 
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THE  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 
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